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Geographic Location



The region Sicily consisting of a main island, 3 archipelagos and the little island of Ustica, covering a surface of over 25.000 kmq is the largest island of the Mediterranean Sea and the biggest Italian region, with resident population of over 5 Million, (8,9% of Italian population ) and a GDP per capita at 17.533, 6,6% of national GDP, and 70.33% of EU27 average. 
Statistical Information

	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Population
	5,017,212
	5,016,861
	5,029,683

	GDP (PPP per capita)
	€16,531.5
	-
	€17,533

	Unemployment
	13.5%
	13.0%
	13.8%


Distribution by Economic Sectors 

	Economic Activity
	% Sector

(Sicily)
	% Sector

(Italy)

	Agriculture, farming, fishing
	3.52%
	1.84%

	Industry
	9.30%
	18.30%

	Constructions
	5.52%
	5.41%

	Commerce, hotels and restaurants, transport, services and (tele)communications
	18.28%
	20.54%

	Financial activity and real estate
	21.29%
	24.17%

	Other economic activities
	28.95%
	18.97%

	VAT and other forms of taxes
	13.13%
	10.76%



 
Regions in Sicily

	Province
	Population
	Area (Km2)
	Density  (inh./ Km2)

	Province of Agrigento
	455,288
	3,042
	149.6

	Province of Caltanissetta
	272,359
	2,128
	127.9

	Province of Catania
	1,084,674
	3,552
	305.3

	Province of Enna
	173,558
	2,562
	67.7

	Province of Messina
	654,520
	3,247
	201.5

	Province of Palermo
	1,244,012
	4,992
	249.2

	Province of Ragusa
	313,698
	1,614
	194.3

	Province of Syracuse
	402,608
	2,109
	190.9

	Province of Trapani
	435,877
	2,460
	177.1


Employment distribution in Sicily and Italy by Sector
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Products Produced

The fertile soil that characterizes Sicily promotes the growing of agricultural products. The main agricultural products grown in Sicily are mainly; citrons, oranges, lemons, olives, olive oil, almonds, grapes and wine. Herdsmen also raise cattle’s, mules, donkeys and sheep.

The main sectors making up the manufacturing industry in Sicily include: processed food, chemicals, refined petroleum, fertilizers, textiles, ships, leather goods and forest products. Industrial development in the area of Sicily was further developed through the implementation of infrastructure products in particular in relation to the road network infrastructure. 

Market structure


There are a few large industries, with the rest being small and micro enterprises, out of which 80% are self-employed individual companies. Manufacturing accounts for only 25% of the companies. 

The below sectors are clustered as follows:
· Heavy industry: transport vehicles (Palermo), refineries (Gela and Syracuse), chemicals,

rubber and plastics (Messina and Catania)

· Traditional industries: textile (Messina and central Sicily), vineyards, olives, fishing

(Trapani, Agrigento and Palermo), greenhouse agriculture (Ragusa and Syracuse), marble extraction and processing (Custonaci-Valderice) ceramics (Caltagirone and S. Stefano di Camastra)

· High added value industries: microelectronics around Catania (Etna Valley)

Trade interchange in value - Sicily
 (Values in Euro, cumulative period)
	SECTIONS
	IMPORT 2007
	IMPORT 2008
	EXPORT 2007
	EXPORT 2008

	PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURE, HUNTING AND FORESTRY
	167,176,530
	160,579,189
	327,418,497
	378,292,945

	FISH AND OTHER FISHING PRODUCTS
	21,856,316
	19,588,982
	19,972,892
	11,593,454

	PRODUCTS FROM MINING AND QUARRYING
	12,469,831,395
	12,973,544,302
	19,209,555
	23,784,919

	MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS
	4,324,964,580
	5,052,863,154
	9,179,207,279
	9,458,363,898

	REAL ESTATE, RENTING AND BUSINESS SERVICES
	1,578,396
	1,877,046
	51,04
	9,1

	OTHER COMMUNITY, SOCIAL AND PERSONAL SERVICES
	1,776,537
	2,623,880
	167,051
	419,69

	SHIP'S AND AIRCRAFT'S STORES AND SUPPLIES, RETURNED NATIONAL GOODS, MISCELLANEOUS GOODS
	3,287,201
	1,406,082
	115,047,550
	151,909,159

	Total
	16,990,470,955
	18,212,482,635
	9,661,073,864
	10,024,373,165


Trade interchange in value - Sicily – EU (27) 

(Values in Euro, cumulative period)
	SECTIONS
	IMPORT 2007
	IMPORT 2008
	EXPORT 2007
	EXPORT 2008

	PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURE, HUNTING AND FORESTRY
	92,562,666
	95,827,375
	266,748,665
	298,892,845

	FISH AND OTHER FISHING PRODUCTS
	14,507,423
	12,721,618
	9,282,004
	8,046,580

	PRODUCTS FROM MINING AND QUARRYING
	3,553,374
	3,494,434
	4,198,367
	3,314,132

	MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS
	1,501,103,794
	1,776,877,532
	4,419,507,516
	3,906,195,577

	REAL ESTATE, RENTING AND BUSINESS SERVICES
	1,474,875
	1,839,150
	0
	0

	OTHER COMMUNITY, SOCIAL AND PERSONAL SERVICES
	734,322
	1,601,949
	65
	236,094

	SHIP'S AND AIRCRAFT'S STORES AND SUPPLIES, RETURNED NATIONAL GOODS, MISCELLANEOUS GOODS
	623
	0
	33,719,662
	55,920,757

	Total
	1,613,937,077
	1,892,362,058
	4,733,456,279
	4,272,605,985


Trade interchange in value - Sicily - Malta 

(Values in Euro, cumulative period)
	SECTIONS
	IMPORT 2007
	IMPORT 2008
	EXPORT 2007
	EXPORT 2008

	PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURE, HUNTING AND FORESTRY
	29.283
	22.606
	1.495.352
	1.876.642

	B-FISH AND OTHER FISHING PRODUCTS
	356.88
	512.072
	416.538
	600.73

	PRODUCTS FROM MINING AND QUARRYING
	0
	0
	346.655
	429.86

	MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS
	13.726.915
	67.152.015
	215.543.109
	344.535.297

	REAL ESTATE, RENTING AND BUSINESS SERVICES
	0
	0
	0
	0

	OTHER COMMUNITY, SOCIAL AND PERSONAL SERVICES
	0
	12.7
	65
	18.176

	SHIP'S AND AIRCRAFT'S STORES AND SUPPLIES, RETURNED NATIONAL GOODS, MISCELLANEOUS GOODS
	0
	0
	4.738
	14.254

	Total
	14.113.078
	67.699.393
	217.806.457
	347.474.959


Promising areas of investment, trade and technology commercialisation include: 

· Healthcare

· Financial and Professional Services

· Education & Training

· ICT

· Transport & Logistics Services

· Travel & Tourism

· Light & Mechanical Engineering

· Food and Beverages
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